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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE               
May 8, 2007                   
          

FACT SHEET 
FY08 Budget  

 
SANDERS ADDS $5.32 MILLION TO  

FIRE-RESCUE DEPARTMENT BUDGET 
FY08 Budget Enhancements Will Help Address Facilities, 

Fleet and Equipment Needs 
 

MAYOR URGES SAN DIEGANS TO BE VIGILANT IN CLEARING AWAY 
BRUSH FROM RESIDENCES AND BUSINESSES 

Driest Conditions in 90 Years Raise Concerns for Firefighters Statewide 
 
Mayor Jerry Sanders announced today that as part of the Fire-Rescue Department’s proposed 
$180 million FY08 budget, $5.32 million represents enhancements to help address the City’s 
ongoing fire, rescue and life-safety needs.  
 
The Mayor also urged San Diegans to be ever vigilant in clearing brush away from residences 
and businesses. California is experiencing its driest conditions in 90 years, prompting concern 
from fire officials across the state about a potential increase in fire danger.  
 
San Diego has already experienced six vegetation fires this year during cold and foggy 
conditions. As the City heads into warmer, dryer weather, the chance for canyon and wild fires 
increases. Property owners can help decrease the risk of fire by effectively clearing brush that 
exists within 100 feet of structures. A copy of the City’s Brush Management Guide appears on 
pages 3-4 of this Fact Sheet.   
 
The Mayor’s budgetary enhancements underscore his commitment to keep public safety a top 
priority even during difficult financial times. Elements of the enhancements include: 
 
• Fleet replacement and additions for the Fire Rescue Department ($1.96 million).  Long 

overdue, the Mayor is focusing attention on replacing outdated fire vehicles, including the 
replacement of two unreliable and substandard water tenders that are over 26 years old 
($500,000). Replacement will ensure an adequate and timely supply of water when hydrants 
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are not available.  Also being replaced are: the department’s only front-line emergency 
response foam apparatus ($600,000), 15 emergency response-capable staff vehicles 
($491,000), five aged mid-size emergency response capable staff vehicles ($74,650), two 
Battalion Chief vehicles ($130,000), one aged and repair-prone callback response vehicle 
($40,000), three 2-wheel-drive support function pickup trucks ($58,000); and the addition of 
five midsize sedans ($65,190). 

 
• Fire Department Equipment Enhancements ($1.07 million).  For years, the Fire Rescue 

Department has gone without critical equipment. While acknowledging that this will not 
address or solve all of the equipment needs, the Mayor believes that this is a step in the right 
direction. Chief among the enhancements are full funding for the helicopter/hoist lease-
purchase payments ($341,100), three compressed breathing air refill units to be installed in 
fire stations ($169,682), 70 complete turnout sets (fire retardant coats and pants) ($140,000), 
the replacement of outdated 800MHz mobile radios on all apparatus ($83,262), and the repair 
and replacement of vehicular exhaust and extraction systems on vehicles as needed 
($75,000). 

 
• Partial-year staffing for the new, developer built Fire Station 47 in Pacific Highlands 

($1.17 million). Set to open in late fall 2007, this fire station will service communities in the 
rapidly growing Carmel Valley area. It is anticipated that the addition of this station will 
dramatically reduce fire and life safety service response times in this region. 

 
SAN DIEGO FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT 

 
ITEM CATEGORY BUDGET ENHANCEMENT AMOUNT 

Partial Year Staffing for Newly Built  
Fire Station 47 

$1.170 million

Fleet replacement and additions $1.96 million
Equipment Enhancements $1.07 million
JPA HIRT Program $143,900
Fire Personnel Training $66,980
Information Technology Needs $35,500
Lifeguard Staffing $291,091
Lifeguard Training $587,000
TOTAL ENHANCEMENTS $5.32 million
 
 






